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By MARIL SWAN
The Tweed News

Kids love music. The

pupu!arity of portable music
:': players shows this clearly. They
also love to be involved in
.-, making music, clapping and
.- singing along. Music is as
2 much a part of childhood as
'~ other types of learning.

Music can also be a type of

I _ therapy, allowing children to
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. express themselves, opening up

repressed feelings and letting
the joy emerge.

That is part of the premise
for the “Blues for the Schools™
program initiated by the Loyal
Blues Fellowship of Quinte.
Under this program, local blues

- musicians such as Rick Fines
‘" are invited to the schools to
' conduct a special class tailored

to each age group.

On November:  8th,

~ singer/songwriter Rick Fines

gave the Grade 5 students a
very entertaining and

: educational lesson on the roots
. of popular music. With songs
" and enthusiastic narration, he
" explained how “Blues” sprang

from the songs of black slaves
in the American south. The
rhythms hark back to Africa but
the words and music are
definitely about their
experiences and sorrows. It was
called “field hollers™.

In 1903, a musician named
W.C. Handy heard a black man
in the US south playing a

+ different kind of music. He

* dubbed it

thought it sounded sad and
“blues”, a name

» which has stuck with this type
S af hosic ever since.

*

Poor black musicians made

‘ their own instruments since
> they couldn’t afford guitars.

‘Explaining the birth of
the blues to the schools

One such instrument was called
a “diddly-bo™ - a simple piece
of wood with wires stretched
on it and a bar underneath to
raise the strings. The player
used a metal bar to slide up and
down the strings to make
different notes. Rock and roll
singer Bo Diddley took his
name from this instrument.

As time went on, the “blues”
became more  popular,
eventually finding its niche in
Rock N Roll, beginning in the
early 1950s and reaching the
mainstream with major stars
like Elvis Presley and the
Rolling Stones.

The Grade 5 students at
THSS responded
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Belting out the blues

Musician Rick Fines entertained and enlightened Grade 5
students at Tweed Hungerford Senior School on Nov. 8th.
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enthusiastically to the
presentation as they joined Rick
Fines in some tunes that were
popular before their parents
were born.

The Blues in the Schools is
one of several projects by the
Loval Blues Fellowship. Their
main objective is to create a
cultural awareness of the roots
of popular music in the blues
genre, to develop a Blues
Festival in the Quinte area that
will be an annual event, and to
have fun listening to and
playing their favourite kind of
music, and of course, bringing
their music to the young so
blues will live on into the
future.







